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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To select the scanning method minimizing a code 
quantity when picture data are quantized, scanned and coded. 
CONSTITUTION: A quantized signal 53 is applied to scanners 241 
connected in parallel, the signal is scanned by various scanning 
methods, number of zeros in the obtained scanning data is 
accumulated by each zero number accumulator 245 till a value not 
zero appears, an output of a scanner 241 whose number of zeros is 
maximum is selected by a maximum selector 246 and fed to a coder 
25. Thus, when scanning data by the scanning method maximizing 
number of zeros are coded, since the code quantity is minimum, 
efficient coding is attained. Since the zero number accumulator 245 
accumulates only number of zeros, the high speed operation is 
attained and the configuration is simple. 
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